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LOGAN - CACHE AIRPORT AUTHORITY BOARD MEETING 
JULY 6, 2016 

MINUTES 
 
The Logan-Cache Airport Authority Board convened in a regular session on July 6, 2016 at 7:30 
a.m. in the Cache County Historic Courthouse, County Council Chambers, 199 North Main, 
Logan, Utah. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Members of the Airport Authority Board in Attendance: 
John Kerr – Chairman 
 
Val K. Potter – Cache County Council 
H. Craig Petersen – Logan City Mayor 
Jeannie F. Simmonds – Logan City Council 
Gar Walton 
 
Members of the Airport Authority Board Absent: 
Craig W Buttars – Cache County Executive 
Bill Francis 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Lee Ivie - Airport Manager 
Matt Bunnell – Utah State University 
Aaron Dyches – Utah State University 
Scott Weaver – Leading Edge Aviation 
Nate Gnehm – Mountain Ridge Helicopters 
Matt Smith – Mountain Ridge Helicopters 
Bryan Congdon – Harris Air 
Clayton Gefre – Herald Journal 
Russ Kirkham 
Janeen Allen 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman John Kerr called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. 
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 
ACTION:  Motion was made by Walton and seconded by Potter 
to approve the minutes of May 4, 2016.  The vote in favor was 
unanimous, 5-0 with 2 absent 
 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Manager’s Report – Lee Ivie (Attachment A) 
Ivie presented his report which is part of these minutes as “Attachment A.” 
 
Receipt and Award of Bid for 10/28 Project 
Kerr referred to a letter from Armstrong Consultants which is part of these minutes as 
“Attachment B.” Two bids were received: Staker Parson Companies for $934,780 and LeGrand 
Johnson Company for $826,867.95. Both bids were reviewed for accuracy and conformance to 
requirements and it was recommended by Armstrong that the award of bid go to LeGrand 
Johnson Company. 
 
Kerr noted that there are two options for the runway surface: 

 Make it 75 feet wide and not cover the full length of the runway 
 Make it 60 feet wide and go the full length of the runway 

 
Board members discussed the two options and decided to go with the 60 foot wide option. 
 

ACTION:  Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Walton 
to award the bid for the Runway 10/28 Project to LeGrand 
Johnson Company.  The vote in favor was unanimous, 5-0 with 
2 absent 

 
Committee Reports 
 
 Audit & Finance – Craig Buttars 
 No report    
 
 Operations Committee 
 No report 
  

Capital Improvements - Bill Francis 
 No report 
 

Economic Development / Public Relations – Gar Walton 
 Walton reported that they have had three opportunities to share the message of the 

airport to the community. He spoke to two service clubs: Rotary and Kiwanis and 
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appeared on KVNU in a live interview. He appreciated the opportunity to share how vital 
the airport is to our community. He said there has been good response and people have 
become more aware of what is available at the airport. 

 
 Kerr noted that according to a report compiled by Leading Edge Aviation, the fuel sales 

for local use historically has been about 10%, but is now down to under 4%. This 
dispels the notion that the airport is merely a country club for locals. Simmonds added 
that fuel sales overall are up indicating that the sales are going to external customers. 

 
Open Items 
Matt Bunnell reminded the board of two upcoming events at the airport: 

 July 16th – 5K Run on runway 10/28. It will coincide with the shutdown for construction 
 September 20th – Girls in Aviation Day for local middle school and high school girls 
 October – Regional Intercollegiate Flying Association Competition. Hosting 35 to 40 

aircraft and 150 contestants from schools in Montana, Colorado, and Utah. 
 
Bunnell addressed the board with some safety concerns that he has with the airport. There has 
been increased activity on Charlie and Juliet in the last six months by unauthorized vehicles. 
He has also observed people on bicycles on the runways and people doing burnouts in cars. 
Construction equipment with booms left up that could potentially catch a helicopter rotor blade 
causing injury and/or fatalities. 
 
He also reported an incident involving a truck on Runway 10/28 with no lights on and one of 
his aircraft touching down right next to the truck not seeing it there. A near miss that could 
have resulted in a crash and potential injuries or fatalities. 
 
Simmonds asked what the reason is for these people being on the runway. Ivie said the 
majority of the incidents involve construction workers. He has warned crews about being in 
movement areas, but they haven’t been very cooperative. 
 
Ivie said one problem he sees is the giving out of the access code on the gate too freely. He 
proposed changing access to a card system because people are much more reluctant to give 
their card to someone else. 
 
Nate Gnehm said he has observed quite a lot of close calls with construction workers and their 
families getting too close to aircraft in movement areas. 
 
Kerr observed that most helicopters have gone from a right-hand pattern to almost exclusively 
left-hand and wondered what prompted that change. Bunnell said the biggest concern with the 
right-hand pattern is the potential crossing of final paths. He will continue to explore this issue, 
but recommends that fixed wings stay outside the numbers 1-0 on the downwind and 
helicopters stay inside the numbers 1-0 in a tighter pattern. 
 
Kerr asked Bunnell what the business outlook is for his pilots. Bunnell said it looks really good. 
Historically, the average annual hours of flight training has been 6,000. This fiscal year that just 
ended June 30th, they have recorded over 11,000 hours. Currently there are between 160 and 
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200 active students with an additional 50 students coming in. Gnehm added that they have 
purchased two additional helicopters to accommodate the new students. 
 
Kerr said he has heard that the job market for both fixed wing and helicopter pilots is very good 
right now. Bunnell agreed saying they have had 100% placement over the last 3 years. 
 
Kerr expressed appreciation to Bunnell for working with Ivie on the safety issues. He said the 
key will be better communication to those who are gaining unauthorized access to restricted 
areas. 
 
Bunnell thanked the board for their concern and asked them to consider Ivie’s suggestion of 
moving to card access through the gates resulting in better control of over unauthorized 
access. He also agreed with Kerr that better communication and education of the construction 
workers will help solve the problem. 
 
Kerr said that users need to be retrained on proper airport procedures. 
 
A brief discussion about the keypad versus card access issue followed with various viewpoints 
expressed and pros and cons about the access options. 
 
 
Next Meeting 
August 3, 2016 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 a.m. 
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